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Rethink summits are created by experts in the water, waste and agri-food industries to 
address the issues most crucial to investors and developers in these sectors. Through their 
global network of industry advisors, they produce highly-focused, topical summits which 
gather all the right people together in one room to share ideas, find solutions and identify 
new business opportunities.

WaterTAP exists to champion and support Ontario’s status as a world water technology hub. 
WaterTAP brings private sector experience to the challenge of helping water technology 
entrepreneurs, utilities and investors make the connections and find the resources they 
need to keep the water sector prospering. Spurred by a thriving manufacturing base, 
growing population, a tech-friendly legislative framework—and the ever-present private 
and public sector need to manage smarter and leaner—Ontario has become a world-class 
water technology centre. Ontario has more than 900 water industry companies, supported 
research centres, incubators, accelerators and programs that encourage innovative water 
and wastewater technologies and services.

FATHOM is the world’s foremost Software-as-a-Service (SaaS) provider in the water sector. 
FATHOM defines the vertical between meter data management and the customer through 
a variety of products including meter data management, customer information systems and 
its customer engagement platform. FATHOM is presently deployed on over 4 million meters 
in the United States and has entered significant partnerships with a variety of water meter 
manufacturers. Designed by water professionals specifically for the water industry, FATHOM 
offers utilities a unique opportunity to increase revenue and decrease costs of operation 
while improving customer satisfaction. 

XPV Water Partners is a specialized investment firm focused on making a difference in water. 
XPV is one of the world’s largest water investors with $400 million under management. It 
combines proven water entrepreneurs with seasoned investment professionals, making XPV 
a true value added financial partner for both investors and companies aiming to capitalize 
on the sweeping transformation taking place in the global water industry. XPV invests at all 
stages of a company’s growth cycle and seeks potential investment throughout the global 
water community.

IBI Group is a globally integrated architecture, planning, engineering, and technology firm. 
IBI organize its expertise into three sectors: Intelligence: systems design and software 
development; Buildings: building architecture, interior design, building engineering 
(mechanical, structural, electrical) and Infrastructure: planning, urban design, landscape 
architecture, transportation, and civil engineering. Its collaborative and combined approach 
focuses not only on creating the best solutions today, but also creating the right solutions for 
tomorrow.

Trojan Technologies offers products under the brands Aquafine, Salsnes Filter, Trojan 
Marinex, TrojanUV, US Peroxide and VIQUA. Applications and markets served include 
municipal wastewater; drinking water; environmental contaminant treatment; ballast water 
treatment; residential water treatment; ultra-purification of water used in food and beverage 
manufacturing, pharmaceutical processing and semiconductor applications; filtration and 
solids separation. Trojan Technologies enables its customers to meet their water quality 
objectives by providing eco-efficient solutions that reduce and recover costs, energy, 
resources and space. 

The Ontario Clean Water Agency (OCWA) is a provincial agency that operates and maintains 
over 800 municipal water and wastewater facilities and a number of private sector water 
treatment sites—more than any other operator in Canada. The Ontario Clean Water Agency 
is piloting innovative technologies at several facilities to conserve energy, increase capacity 
and reduce operating costs. In addition to its operations role, the agency supports water-
related construction, facilities management and regulatory compliance through consulting, 
training, project engineering and data capture and analysis services.

TM



Maximise your networking at the summit: Pre-arrange 

one-to-one meetings with speakers and delegates via 

our online partnering software.

meetings.worldwatertechnorthamerica.com

ONE-TO-ONE MEETINGS

On behalf of the Government of Ontario, I am delighted to welcome the leaders, thinkers and visionaries of the international 
water technology community as you gather in Toronto for Ontario Water Innovation Week.

As you know, this week will be anchored by two major conferences: Water Innovation in Action 2.0 and World Water-Tech 
North America 2016. I want to thank WaterTAP for hosting this week and for giving the community two excellent forums in 
which to assess our progress and discuss the major water challenges and opportunities of our time.

Access to clean water is a human right — essential to life, health and human dignity. It is also one of the most pressing issues 
we face today. Climate change, population growth, urbanization, and industrialization are just a few of the factors that affect our 
water supply and access.

Innovations and effective strategies for the adoption of advanced water technologies are key to meeting our needs today and 
preserving our supply of clean water for future generations.

Please accept my best wishes for a productive and successful Ontario Water Innovation Week.

Kathleen Wynne
Premier

The Ministry assists Ontario companies to access international markets by identifying 
opportunities, providing information on markets, and helping to establish partnerships 
and distribution channels. In foreign markets, the Ontario government helps connect 
buyers to businesses with advanced and innovative solutions for their supply chain 
needs. The Ministry of Ontario works with more than 900 Ontario firms to help 
customers respond to water issues globally and working with them are more than 100 
water research centres across the province.

1-1 Meeting Partner:
 

A PERSONAL MESSAGE  

3@worldwatertech



   10.45         Networking Coffee Break
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Hosted by: 

Join delegates from Ontario Water Innovation in Action 2.0 and World Water-Tech 

North America for a networking drinks reception at Malaparte in the heart of Toronto’s 

Entertainment District.

DAY ONE 
WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 19, 2016

ONTARIO INNOVATION WEEK LAUNCH RECEPTION, OCTOBER 18

9.00
Welcome Remarks

Ken Morrison, Chair, WaterTAP

Jennie Moss, Managing Director, Rethink Events

9.15 
Keynote: Harnessing the Potential of the Water Industry as a Driver for Economic Development 

Hon. Reza Moridi, Minister of Research, Science and Innovation, Government of Ontario

9.30
Keynote: Building Resilient Cities: Tackling Climate Change Through Smarter Water Management

Trevor Hill, CEO, FATHOM 

⊲ How are leading cities and municipalities responding to the challenges presented by climate change?
⊲ To what extent are we seeing a new approach to water infrastructure and investment?
⊲ What are utilities looking for in terms of solutions in this space?
⊲ Are there currently sufficient incentives to facilitate energy efficiency, and what would today’s utility leaders like to see in 
terms of future regulation and incentives?

Session Chair: 

Helge Daebel, Investment Director, Emerald Technology Ventures

Speakers:

Kathryn Sorensen, Director of Water Services Department, City of Phoenix 

Maureen Stapleton, General Manager, San Diego County Water Authority

Harlan L. Kelly, Jr., General Manager, San Francisco Public Utilities Commission 

Pamela Elardo, Deputy Commissioner for Wastewater Treatment, NYC Dept. of Environmental Protection

9.45
Municipality/Utility Leaders Panel: New Approaches to Infrastructure and Investment in Response to the Challenges of 

Climate Change

Jalonne White-Newsome, Senior Program Officer, The Kresge Foundation 

10.30
Keynote: Opportunities and Incentives for the Water Sector in Building Resilience to Climate Change

World Water-Tech North America 2016

SUMMIT 
PROGRAM
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⊲ How are the world’s leading water utilities repositioning themselves as energy neutral or energy positive? 
⊲ How do the economics of energy recovery compare between large centralized and smaller/decentralized wastewater facilities?
⊲ Case studies of success in energy and resource recovery at different scales.

Session Chair:

Adam Krantz, CEO, NACWA

Speakers:

Andy Kricun, Executive Director/Chief Engineer, Camden County Municipal Utilities Authority 

Steve Fancher, Public Works Director, City of Gresham Oregon

Baji Gobburi, VP of Sales and Marketing, Cambrian Innovation

Nancy Kodousek, Director Water Services, Region of Waterloo

Frank Rogalla, Director of Innovation and Technology, FCC Aqualia

11.15
Rethinking the Water Utility from an Energy Perspective

⊲ How are leading utilities developing innovation programs to evaluate, validate and pilot new technologies? How do pilot 
projects get funded?
⊲ Understanding the utility business model – how can tech companies be more creative in their approach, and build a value 
proposition that better meets clients’ needs? 
⊲ What brings real value to utilities at what scale?
⊲ What is an acceptable ROI timeframe?
⊲ When does a technology become “proven enough”? What is the level of validation/replication required for a technology to 
be considered “proven”?

Session Chair: 

Brenda Lucas, Executive Director, Southern Ontario Water Consortium (SOWC) 

Speakers:

Mark LeChevallier, Vice President and Chief Environmental Officer, American Water 

George Hawkins, CEO and General Manager, DC Water

Robert Andrews, President and CEO, OCWA

Herve Buisson, Vice-President Process Engineering, Veolia Water – Solutions and Technologies 

Accelerating Adoption: Building a Business Case for New Water Technologies
12.00

How is investment in water technology changing as a result of new financing bodies and initiatives? 

Earl Jones, Partner, Liberation Capital

How are leading utilities successfully developing and implementing programs to validate and pilot new technologies? 

George Hawkins, CEO and General Manager, DC Water

What role does smart infrastructure play in building resilience and creating the utility of the future? 

Jean-François Barsoum, Senior Managing Consultant, Smarter Cities, Water and Transportation, IBM

How can technology companies drive uptake of clean energy and resource recovery solutions? 

Baji Gobburi, VP of Sales and Marketing, Cambrian Innovation

Is the value of water understood by customers and how can it be successfully communicated? 

Harlan L. Kelly, Jr., General Manager, San Francisco Public Utilities Commission

Barriers to Water Stewardship: How can we overcome challenges and drive innovation in the water sector?

Eric Meliton, Project Manager, water stewardship, Partners in Project Green

Are current financial and funding initiatives adequate enough to facilitate the widespread adoption of resilient water 

infrastructure solutions? 

John Neate, Managing Director, VerifiGlobal

How can municipalities implement technologies to improve operational efficiencies to free up capital for investment? 

Mark LeChevallier, Vice President and Chief Environmental Officer, American Water 

1

2

3

4

5

12.45
Roundtable Discussion Groups:  

Delegates Breakout into Groups to Debate the Issues Raised During the Morning’s Sessions

6

7

8
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  13.30          Networking Lunch Break

⊲ To what extent does the traditional VC model work in the water sector?
⊲ What alternative models for innovation delivery are emerging?
⊲ How are new approaches to project finance in the water sector helping 
utilities and industrial water users to adopt advanced water and wastewater 
solutions?
⊲ What role can the financial community play in helping technology companies 
make the transition from pilot phase to large-scale implementation?

Session Chair: 
Laura Shenkar, Principal, Artemis Water Strategy

Speakers:

Debra Coy, Partner, XPV Water Partners 

Earl Jones, Partner, Liberation Capital

Lydia Whyatt, Managing Director, Resonance Asset Management

Jamie Cowan, Principal, Hydro Venture Partners

New Funding Mechanisms: Innovative Approaches to Technology Finance 
14.45

14.30
Presentation: Introduction to the ITV Pilot Program and the Significance for the Water Sector

Tom Kaszas, Director, Environmental Innovations Branch (EIB), Environmental Programs Division (EPD), Ontario Ministry of 

Environment and Climate Change

15.30
Technology Showcase Session One:  

Early Stage Technology Developers Pitch their Solutions in Seven-Minutes to our Audience

Speakers:

Eric Hoek, Founder & CEO, Water Planet

Rick Mosher, CTO, Lystek

Alexis Smith, CEO, IMGeospatial

   16.15          Networking Coffee Break

How are utilities prioritizing investment in cost-effective technologies to facilitate better asset management? 

Cathie O’Toole, Director of Corporate Services/CFO, Halifax Water 

How can we transform water facilities from being a source of expenditure to delivering a return on investment?

Barb McMurray, Lead Showcasing Water Innovation, Ontario Ministry of the Environment

Go-to-market strategy: How do water-tech companies successfully enter the market? 

Steve Kloos, Partner, True North Venture Partners and Chairman, CURRENT

How do we create innovative business models to meet the promise of the smart grid for water? 

Trevor Hill, CEO, FATHOM 

How can we leverage the benefits of real time data monitoring and management to provide a better water service? 

Paul Rutter, Water Innovation Manager, Thames Water UK 

11

12

13

10

9
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⊲ What opportunities for cross-border technology collaboration exist in the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Region?
⊲ How are regional water clusters working together to realize and protect the economic and natural potential of the Great Lakes?

Session Chair:

Mark Fisher, CEO, Council of the Great Lakes Region 

Speakers:

Peter Gallant, President and CEO, WaterTAP Ontario 

Steve Kloos, Partner, True North Venture Partners and Chairman, CURRENT, Chicago 

Bryan Stubbs, Executive Director, Cleveland Water Alliance

Elizabeth Thelen, Director of Entrepreneurship & Talent, The Water Council 

The Role of Regional Water Clusters and Cross-Border Water Technology Collaboration in Accelerating Water-Tech 

Development and Adoption16.45

⊲ Learn from water technology companies that have successfully implemented advanced solutions: What challenges have they 
faced, what lessons did they learn along the way, and what model did they develop which led to success

Speakers:

David Van Vliet, Senior Vice President Water Resources, Matrix Solutions

Jeremy Dayment, Chief Operating Officer, Newterra

Case Studies of Success
17.30

DAY TWO
THURSDAY OCTOBER 20, 2016

⊲ What could the energy-optimized utility of the future look like?
⊲ How can we harness the power of data to optimize energy efficiency across our water networks? 
⊲ How is the Internet of Things opening up new ways of using data, and to what extent is the water industry capitalizing on this 
opportunity?
⊲ How valuable are real-time asset management solutions to utilities? Are they justifiable on a cost basis?
⊲ How can we evaluate the true cost of extreme events and put a price on prediction, adaptation and prevention?
⊲ How could the next generation of smart/intelligent infrastructure help utilities become more resilient to water resource 
volatility?

Session Chair:

Patrick Atwater, Project Manager, California Data Collaborative 

Speakers:

Trevor Hill, CEO, FATHOM 

Susan Ancel, Director Water Distribution and Transmission, EPCOR Water Services

Jean-François Barsoum, Senior Managing Consultant, Smarter Cities, Water and Transportation, IBM 

Ben Earl, Water Efficiency Manager, Southern Water UK

Harnessing the Power of Data to Build the Energy-Optimized Utility of the Future
9.15

9.00
Welcome Remarks

Peter Gallant, CEO, WaterTAP

Jennie Moss, Managing Director, Rethink Events

9.05
Keynote: The Role of Innovation in Building Resilience in Mexico’s Water Sector

Rodrigo Valladares Linares, Senior Innovation Manager, Grupo Rotoplas 

 

Hosted by: 

Join us for celebratory drinks and networking at The One Eighty, Manulife Centre -  

51st Floor, 55 Bloor Street W, Toronto ON M4W 1A5

18.00 SKYLINE AT SUNSET NETWORKING DRINKS RECEPTION
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⊲ At a time when municipal dollars are more stretched than ever, how are 
today’s CFO’s prioritizing their spending? How are they making decisions? How 
are they funding innovation? What are their priorities?
⊲ What impact are energy prices having on spending decisions?
⊲ What incentives do water utilities need to invest in energy efficiency?
⊲ How can cities implement cost-effective technologies to save on their current 
operations so they have the resources to make capital investments?
⊲ How could a focus on operational efficiency free up capital for investment? 
⊲ How can we cut energy costs? How are leading utilities achieving this?

Session Chair:

Peter Gallant, President and CEO, WaterTAP Ontario

Speakers:

Laurent Carrot, VP & General Manager, NJ Operations, SUEZ 

Cathie O’Toole, CFO, Halifax Water

Nicolette Bateson, CFO and Treasurer, Great Lakes Water Authority 

Closing Keynote Panel: What Makes Today’s Water Utility CFOs tick?
12.15

   13.00         Networking Lunch and Close of Summit

11.30
Re-Use: Closing the Loops in the Circular Economy

⊲ How can utilities build resilience through water recycling and re-use?
⊲ Who is currently leading the way in direct re-use?
⊲ How affordable is zero liquid discharge?
⊲ What are the core obstacles to faster scale-up of re-use solutions and how can we address these?
⊲ How can we calculate the potential cost of future crises in order to justify investment today in re-use solutions?

Session Chair: 

Jeff Mosher, Chief Research and Strategic Planning Officer, WE&RF

Speakers:

Snehal Desai, Global Business Director, DOW Water & Process Solutions

Donovan Burton, Vice President, Water Resources, San Antonio Water System

John Rossi, General Manager, Western Municipal Water District

Marvin DeVries, President, Trojan Technologies 

Douglas Dittburner, Chief Engineer/Manager Power Services, Campbell Company of Canada

   11.00         Networking Coffee Break

10.15
Technology Showcase Session Two:  

Early Stage Technology Developers Pitch their Solutions in Seven-Minutes to our Audience

Geoff Horst, Co-Founder, Algal Scientific Corporation

Doug Wilton, President & CEO, TECTA-PDS

Wayne Byrne, CEO, OxyMem

10.00
Case Study: Smart Operations: City of Toronto’s Water Transmission Optimization

Speakers:

Alnoor Allidina, Consultant, IBI Group 

Gary Thompson, Area Supervisor Process Operations & Maintenance, Toronto Water Division



SPEAKERS
Susan Ancel 

Director Water Distribution and Transmission

EPCOR Water Services

Susan is the Director of Water Distribution and Transmission for EPCOR in 
Edmonton. Her group is responsible for the planning, engineering, construction, 

operation and maintenance of the water distribution and metering systems for EPCOR. Susan’s group is 
also responsible for the development of the GIS and CMMS systems for water distribution and provides 
analytical support in consumption and revenue forecasting for the overall water utility. 

Alnoor Allidina 

Consultant

IBI GROUP 

Alnoor has over 35 years of experience in Automation, Systems Engineering, 
Operational Optimization, and Data Management. Alnoor has been involved in the 

development of control methods, and applications and acts as a reviewer for international journals and 
proceedings. His work includes development of standards, and QA/QC compliance procedures. Alnoor’s 
current focus is on the application of technology and system integration for optimizing operations. He is 
the technical lead for the City of Toronto’s Water Transmission System Optimization.

Patrick Atwater

Project Manager

CALIFORNIA DATA COLLABORATIVE

Patrick serves as project manager for the California Data Collaborative, a coalition 
of water utilities working together to share metered water use data and ensure 

water reliability. He has worked as a consulting data engineer for a multi-million dollar venture backed 
startup, ran the numbers for the State Water Contractors on Governor Brown’s Delta Fix project and co-
authored the feature June 2015 American Water Works Association article on how data science can help 
water utilities adapt to climate change. 

Robert Andrews 

President & CEO

OCWA

Robert is the President and CEO of the Ontario Clean Water Agency, a provincial 
agency that finances, engineers, operates and maintains water and wastewater 

systems for approximately 200 municipalities and First Nations in the province of Ontario. Since joining 
OCWA, Rob and the Agency’s Senior Management Team have been working to expand the scope of 
OCWA’s business in the province of Ontario and solidify the Agency’s reputation as Canada’s premier 
provider of total water and wastewater solutions.

Hervé Buisson

Vice-President Process Engineering

VEOLIA WATER - SOLUTIONS AND TECHNOLOGIES

Hervé is the Vice President - Process Engineering with Veolia Water Technologies 
Americas. He has worked 20 years with Veolia in various senior technical positions 

including Managing Director of the Corporate Research Centre of Veolia Water near Paris. Hervé is also 
a Canadian Citizen and worked a Program Director at the Wastewater Technology Centre in Burlington 
earlier in his career. 

Donovan Burton 

Vice President, Water Resources

SAN ANTONIO WATER SYSTEM

Donovan came to San Antonio Water System in 2006 with extensive knowledge 
in statewide water policy. His experience with the Texas Legislature and state 

agencies has helped SAWS manage through historic legislative and executive initiatives. Currently, 
Donovan manages the development and maintenance of water supply projects.

Nicolette Bateson

Chief Financial Officer & Treasurer

GREAT LAKES WATER AUTHORITY

Nicolette is the Chief Financial Officer & Treasurer for the Great Lakes Water 
Authority (GLWA), which provides nearly 40% of water services and 30% of 

wastewater services for the State of Michigan’s population. Nicolette supported intensive regional 
discussions that led to the recent formation of the GLWA – a historic and pivotal achievement that 
significantly advances water and wastewater system sustainability for Southeast Michigan.

Jean-François Barsoum

Senior Managing Consultant, Smarter Cities, Water and 

Transportation, IBM

Jean-François has 20 years of experience at IBM, which began when he 
developed new technology business planning methods; this led him to training 

cohorts of consultants as they were hired into the business. He continued consulting and secured 
mandates in various industries. In 2008, he was among the few Canadians selected by the Al Gore’s 
Climate Project to receive training from the Nobel peace laureate. In 2011, he joined the board of 
directors of Mr. Gore’s “Climate Reality Project Canada”. 
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Wayne Byrne

Managing Director

OXYMEM

Wayne is OxyMem’s commercial visionary. In the last seven years he acquired, 
restructured, and sold a major waste equipment supply company. Seeking more 

challenges in the clean technology space, Wayne went on to set up Biocore Environmental and has 
established a significant presence in wastewater sludge management and renewable energy which he 
sold earlier this year. Wayne has an impressive track record of developing and implementing operational 
and business strategies.

Jamie Cowan

Principal

HYDRO VENTURE PARTNERS

Jamie has more than 15 years of experience in the water and energy space. At 
Hydro Venture Partners, Jamie is responsible for leading the water technology 

investment platform including investor relations, deal sourcing and execution. Prior to Hydro Venture 
Partners, she co-founded MWH Infrastructure Development, Inc., a global division that develops 
opportunities to bring private financing for water and energy projects.

Helge Daebel

Investment Director, Water

EMERALD TECHNOLOGY VENTURES

Since 2006, Helge has been responsible for the water sector within Emerald 
– defining strategy, driving investment processes and supporting portfolio 

companies. His past and present involvements in that role: Board director at Optimatics (software for 
advanced infrastructure planning) and Pure Technologies (structural monitoring of water mains, TSX 
listed), advisor and board observer to Inge Watertechnologies, AquaSpy, the Pressure Pipe Inspection 
Company and Takadu.

Laurent Carrot

VP & General Manager, NJ Operations

SUEZ

Laurent serves as Vice President and General Manager for SUEZ utility operations. 
In this position, he oversees all operational activities for the company’s largest 

business unit which provides water services to 1 million people in Bergen and parts of Hudson, Passaic, 
Sussex and Hunterdon counties. He is responsible for the state-of-the-art Haworth Water Treatment Plant 
and a distribution system consisting of over 2,000 miles of water mains, a 113 square-mile watershed, 
nearly 15,000 hydrants and 13 wells.

Debra Coy

Partner

XPV WATER PARTNERS

Debra is a partner with XPV Water Partners and has been an advisor to XPV since 
2010 and joined the firm full time in early 2015. From 2010 to 2015, she was a 

principal with Svanda & Coy Consulting, providing strategic advisory services for investors, companies, 
and municipal utilities from a capital markets perspective. Debra is well known in the water sector from 
her 20 years on Wall Street as an equity research analyst.

Jeremy Dayment

Chief Operating Officer

NEWTERRA

Jeremy is EVP and Chief Operating Officer at Newterra, a global supplier of 
modular, decentralized water and wastewater treatment solutions for the Power, 

Mining, Oil & Gas, Food & Beverage and Land Development markets. Over his 15 years at Newterra, 
Jeremy has been a key player in driving significant revenue growth, establishment of international offices 
and a tenfold increase in staffing to 200+ employees. Jeremy has touched virtually every aspect of the 
business, previously serving as VP, Sales & Marketing.
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Douglas Dittburner

Chief Engineer/Manager Power Services

CAMPBELL COMPANY OF CANADA

Douglas is the Manager of Power Services at Campbell’s Toronto plant. Prior to 
joining Campbell’s Canada, Doug worked as Managing Chief Engineer and Energy 

team leader for the Kraft Canada Cadbury. Douglas has worked at many Unilever plants completing 
audits, energy reduction projects and starting up sustainable energy teams. Doug is also the Chair of the 
“Canadian Industrial program for Energy Conservation” CIPEC Food and Beverage Sector Task Force and 
the Vice Chair of the Task Force Council.

Ben Earl

Water Efficiency Manager

SOUTHERN WATER UK

Ben is the Water Efficiency Manager for UK Utility Southern Water where he is 
developing future strategy, implementing new business models and delivering 

ambitious water efficiency targets. Ben is Chair of a Water Label Steering group working with business, 
NGOs and government to change the way customers relate to water saving products. Before working 
for a utility, Ben was Environmental Affairs Manager for B&Q, part of the global Kingfisher home 
improvement group.

Pamela Elardo 

Deputy Commissioner for Wastewater Treatment

NYC DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

Pam joined the New York Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) as the 
Deputy Commissioner of the Bureau of Wastewater Treatment (BWT) in May 2016. 

DEP is responsible for the largest municipal wastewater utility in North America. Pam has also worked on 
water and sanitation issues with Asia Development Bank, the World Bank, the Living Earth Institute (LEI), 
and other non-profit organizations.

Steve Fancher

Public Works Director

CITY OF GRESHAM

Steve is the Public Works Director for the City of Gresham with a population of 
110,000 people. Gresham has made several strides with regard to sustainable 

infrastructure, including achievement of net-zero energy use at its wastewater treatment plant, 100% 
LED street and park lighting, and a fully-automated water meter system. Steve’s prior work experience 
includes over 10 years with the City of Portland, where he helped to kick-start Portland’s Green Streets 
Program for stormwater management.

Mark Fisher

President & CEO

COUNCIL OF THE GREAT LAKES REGION

Mark is the President and CEO of the Council of the Great Lakes Region and has 
been an elected school board trustee with the Ottawa Carleton District School 

Board since 2009. He has extensive knowledge of the public policy making process, board governance, 
strategic business planning, corporate communications, stakeholder engagement, advocacy, and issues 
management. Mark also has experience in international affairs provides advice to key decision-makers 
and influencers, including the Prime Minister of Canada.

Peter Gallant

President & CEO

WATERTAP ONTARIO

Peter is a serial entrepreneur with extensive experience in the global water 
technology sector. As the founding President and CEO of Kingston, Ontario-

based Pathogen Detection Systems Inc. (PDS), he led the development of a novel automated microbial 
detection system. In 2009, PDS was acquired by Veolia Water Solutions and Technologies, a division of 
the world’s largest environmental services company – and became ENDETEC – the global water quality 
sensor platform for Veolia Water.

Baji Gobburi

VP of Sales & Marketing

CAMBRIAN INNOVATION

Baji Gobburi is an industrial water executive with over 20 years of water 
and environmental expertise. As Vice President of Sales & Marketing, Baji is 

responsible for Cambrian’s sales strategy, building customer pipeline and global business development 
across multiple verticals. Prior to joining the Cambrian Innovation team, Baji served as Director of 
Business and Product Development at Energy Recovery Inc. (NASDAQ: ERII) and held various global 
management positions at General Electric (NYSE: GE) Water & Process Technologies.

George Hawkins

CEO & General Manager

DC WATER

George serves as Chief Executive Officer of DC Water. He is transforming DC Water 
into an innovative, customer-oriented enterprise. DC Water is implementing the 

$2.6 billion Clean Rivers Project to nearly eliminate combined sewer overflows, investing $950 million 
to reduce nutrients for the Chesapeake Bay, and finishing a $470 million waste-to-energy program to 
produce a marketable nutrient and generate 13 megawatts of green power. 

Trevor Hill

CEO

FATHOM

Trevor is Chairman & CEO of FATHOM, a software-as-a-service company 
specializing in customer-centric meter data management and customer 

information systems. He has led four successful start-ups in the water industry encompassing a broad 
spectrum of activities, including water reclamation systems, investor-owned utility aggregation and 
technology. He holds a degree in mechanical engineering from Canada’s Royal Military College and 
completed post-graduate studies at the Royal Naval Engineering College in Plymouth, UK.

Eric Hoek

Founder & CEO

WATER PLANET INC

Eric is a Co-Founder as well as President and CEO of Water Planet, Inc. In business 
since 2011, Water Planet develops and markets breakthrough water treatment 

technologies to solve the world’s most challenging water reuse and desalination applications. Water 
Planet’s product lines include IntelliFlux® membrane systems and PolyCera® membrane products. Water 
Planet’s world-class team has a demonstrated, global track record of delivering reliable and affordable 
solutions for industrial, municipal, and agricultural water use and reuse.

Geoff Horst

Co-Founder

ALGAL SCIENTIFIC CORPORATION

Geoff is a Co-Founder of Algal Scientific, originally serving as the company’s Chief 
Science Officer and then as CEO from 2013-2016. Geoff received his B.S. from the 

University of Michigan, M.S. from California State University and Ph.D. from Michigan State University. 
He helped develop the company’s Hypertrophic™ wastewater treatment process and beta glucan 
fermentation platforms and continues to work closely with customers and strategic partners in both the 
beta glucan and water treatment divisions.

Earl Jones

Partner

LIBERATION CAPITAL

Earl is a Partner at Liberation Capital, a Private Equity fund that provides project 
finance for modular, repeatable and decentralized infrastructure. With an emphasis 

on environmental impact, Liberation Capital’s investment strategy focuses on clean water, renewable 
energy and resource/energy recovery through waste-to-value applications. Earl is also the Chairman of 
the New England Water Innovation Network (NEWIN). NEWIN a non-profit, water industry cluster for New 
England whose members are committed to helping solve water resource challenges globally.

Marvin DeVries

President

TROJAN TECHNOLOGIES

Under Marvin’s leadership, the Trojan business has grown at > 12.0% CAGR since 
2003. Prior to joining Trojan in 1988, Marvin worked on several infrastructure 

projects in Bangladesh, India and Haiti. He’s a member of the Professional Engineers of Ontario, 
American Water Works Association (AWWA) and Water Environment Federation (WEF). Marvin also serves 
on the Board of Directors of the London Economic Development Corporation.

Snehal Desai

Global Business Director

DOW WATER & PROCESS SOLUTIONS

Snehal heads Dow Water & Process Solutions. With industry-leading products 
and deep expertise in a broad range of water and process treatment solutions, 

Dow is a thought leader on critical issues at the intersection of water, energy, and food. Desai serves on 
the board of the U.S. Water Alliance and as the Minnesota chapter president of The CMO Club, and is a 
founding member and past Chairman of the Association of Strategic Alliance Professionals.
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Steve Kloos

Partner

TRUE NORTH VENTURE PARTNERS

Steve is a Partner with True North Venture Partners, a Chicago-based firm 
that invests in early stage disruptive innovations in energy, water, waste, and 

agriculture and supports those companies on their journey to transform and lead global industries 
over time. Prior to joining True North in November, 2011, Steve held various R&D roles within GE Water, 
including Advanced Technologies Leader and Membrane Technology Leader. Steve also lived and worked 
in China from 2005-2009, establishing GE Water’s R&D team in Shanghai.

Nancy Kodousek

Director

REGION OF WATERLOO

Nancy is the Director Water Services for the Region of Waterloo where she has 
been involved in Water and Wastewater Master Planning, Process Optimization 

and Innovation Projects, Leadership Development and Asset Management. She has senior management 
experience with both municipal and private sector water and wastewater utilities focusing on continuous 
improvement and service excellence. Nancy is also a member of Professional Engineers Ontario, the 
Ontario Society of Professional Engineers, the AWWA, and the Ontario Water Works Association.

Adam Krantz

CEO

NACWA

Adam is the CEO of NACWA and prior to his current position, he was Managing 
Director of Government & Public Affairs at the National Association of Clean 

Water Agencies. Adam manages an unparalleled team in Washington, DC, that advocates on behalf of 
the nation’s public clean water agencies on an array of regulatory, legislative, and legal issues geared 
towards ensuring sustainable clean water agencies and a move toward the Utility of the Future.

Andy Kricun

Executive Director & Chief Engineer

CAMDEN COUNTY MUA

Andrew is the Executive Director and Chief Engineer of the Camden County MUA, 
a regional wastewater utility located in Camden, NJ. He has more than 30 years 

of wastewater and biosolids experience. He graduated with honors from Princeton University with a 
degree in Chemical Engineering. Andrew is also a licensed professional engineer, serves on the board 
of the National Association of Clean Water Agencies, and was the 2012 winner of the Praxis award for 
Professional Ethics. 

Mark LeChevallier

Vice President & Chief Environmental Officer

AMERICAN WATER

Mark is the Vice President and Chief Environmental Office for American Water; a 
water utility operating in 35 states and Canada; serving over 15 million people. 

Mark leads the research and innovation program, and was the recipient of the George Warren Fuller 
award in 1997 from the New Jersey section of the American Water Works Association, the Able Wolman 
Award in 2012 and the A.P. Black award for research, both from the American Water Works Association in 
2015. He is a fellow of the American Academy of Microbiology.

Rodrigo Valladares Linares, 

Senior Innovation Manager, 

GRUPO ROTOPLAS 

Rodrigo has more than six years of experience in membrane systems for 
wastewater treatment and recovery and seawater desalination. He currently works 

as Senior Innovation Manager at Rotoplas, a Mexican company that provides solutions for water storage, 
distribution, treatment and purification in Latin America and the US. He was previously working as an 
Engineering Specialist at the Water Desalination and Reuse Center in Saudi Arabia.

Brenda Lucas

Executive Director

SOUTHERN ONTARIO WATER CONSORTIUM

Brenda has lead the Southern Ontario Water Consortium since it was created in 
2011. As Senior Policy Advisor to two Ontario Ministers of Environment, she played 

a key role in the introduction and passage of the Water Opportunities Act. She is a member of the Forum 
for Leadership on Water (FLOW Canada) and Chair of Water TAP’s Sustainable Infrastructure Working 
Group.

Hon. Reza Moridi

Minister of Research, Science & Innovation

GOVERNMENT OF ONTARIO

Reza currently serves as Minister of Research, Innovation and Science. He was 
first elected to the Ontario legislature in 2007 as MPP for Richmond Hill. Reza was 

re-elected in 2011 and 2014. Prior to that, he was Minister of Research and Innovation, as well as Minister 
of Training, Colleges and Universities. Reza is an award-winning scientist, engineer, educator, business 
leader and community activist.

Ken Morrison

Board Chair

WATERTAP ONTARIO

Ken is the Board Chair for WaterTAP and has more than 40 years of experience 
in the provision of professional services and advice for infrastructure and 

environment projects related to water, wastewater, transportation, urban development, and 
telecommunications. His recent experience focuses on issues pertaining to competitiveness and 
accountability, including use of private-sector resources for delivery of traditional public services.

Jeff Mosher

Chief Research & Strategic Planning Officer

WE&RF

Jeff is the Chief Research and Strategic Planning Officer at WE&RF. Before joining 
WE&RF, he served as the Executive Director for the National Water Research 

Institute (NWRI) and was responsible for advancing NWRI’s mission of creating new sources of water. 
As Executive Director, he managed NWRI’s research program, as well as organized events, identified 
research funding opportunities and research partners, and communicated the results of research to the 
water community and public.

Rick Mosher

Chief Technology Officer

LYSTEK

Rick is the Chief Technology Officer for Lystek. He is a Professional Engineer 
licensed in the Province of Ontario and has been active as a leading Environmental 

Engineer developing and implementing state-of-the-art solutions for environmental projects in Canada, 
North America and internationally for more than 35 years. Rick’s work includes the identification and 
characterization of subsurface impacts and the subsequent design and implementation of clean up 
measures to protect groundwater and soil quality.

Cathie O’Toole

CFO

HALIFAX WATER

Cathie was with the Halifax Regional Municipality for ten years and held senior 
positions such as Director of Infrastructure and Asset Management, and Director of 

Finance/CFO. Cathie has been with the Halifax Regional Water Commission and is currently the Director 
of Corporate Services/CFO. She entered the public sector in 1994 and has experience with municipal and 
provincial government, and provincial and municipal crown corporations.

Tom Kaszas

Director, Environmental Innovations Branch (EIB)

ONTARIO MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND 

CLIMATE CHANGE

As the Director of Environmental Innovations Branch, Tom leads a wide variety of 
initiatives that bridge the gap between regulatory policy development and field implementation. Projects 
include the development of implementation of programs, new regulations, and pilot projects designed 
to test regulatory concepts and approaches as well as projects supporting the implementation and 
deployment of innovative Environmental technologies in Ontario.

Harlon L. Kelly, Jr.

General Manager

SAN FRANCISCO PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

Harlan is General Manager of the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission 
(SFPUC), providing retail drinking water and wastewater services to San 

Francisco; wholesale water to three Bay Area counties; and green hydroelectric and solar power to San 
Francisco’s municipal departments. Harlan oversees $10 billion in capital programs for water, sewer and 
power, including the $4.6 billion Water System Improvement Program, the $6.9 billion Sewer System 
Improvement Program, and the $1.8 billion Hetch Hetchy System Improvement Program.
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John Rossi

General Manager

WESTERN MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT

John is responsible for the 527-square mile water resource agency. He plans, 
directs and manages the water, wastewater, non-potable and recycled water 

activities and operations of the District. John is also court-appointed Watermaster for the Santa Ana 
River Watershed and Western judgments and currently serves on boards of various entities, including the 
California Municipal Utilities Association, the Urban Water Institute, the University of California, Riverside 
Water Science & Policy Center’s Advisory Board and the California Baptist University Board of Visitors.

Alexis Smith

CEO

IMGEOSPATIAL

Alexis is the CEO of Intelligent Modelling and works in global business and 
entertainment sectors, creating innovative solutions to enhance the success of 

a wide variety of companies. She has originated several trademarked designs, including Intelligent 
Modelling’s Flood Hazard Indicator plus many more. Alexis is determined to promote a culture that 
utilises cutting edge technology for the improvement of individual lives, and to benefit communities in 
the UK and worldwide.

Maureen Stapleton

General Manager

SAN DIEGO COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY

Maureen is the General Manager of the San Diego County Water Authority, the 
regional water agency that provides up to 90 percent of all the water used in San 

Diego County. Since taking over the agency in 1996, Maureen has led the Water Authority’s diversification 
efforts and successfully developed a comprehensive array of water supply and infrastructure programs 
designed to diversify and improve the reliability of San Diego County’s water supply.

Elizabeth Thelen

Director of Entrepreneurship & Talent

THE WATER COUNCIL

Elizabeth has led, supported and driven business goals for over 20 years. She 
is a founding team member of The Water Council. Currently she is known as the 

“BREW Master” as Director of the water technology accelerator called the BREW (Business. Research. 
Entrepreneurship. In Wisconsin.) She is also leading the Pilot Program for demonstration sites focused on 
any new water technology and the Water Council’s Talent Campaign.

David Van Vliet

Senior Vice President Water Resources

MATRIX SOLUTIONS

David is Senior Vice President of Water Resources with Matrix Solutions where he 
leads a talented team of water resources professionals. Matrix Solutions delivers 

water resources solutions for urban and natural environments, and a link between land, water, and 
ecology. They explore the development of innovative methods including; groundwater and surface water 
interactions, environmental flows, climate change, and computer modelling. At Matrix Solutions, they aim 
to empower our clients, people, communities, and environment to thrive. 

Lydia Whyatt

Managing Director

RESONANCE ASSET MANAGEMENT

Lydia is in charge of developing an investment management platform at 
Resonance Asset Management Ltd, focused on infrastructure investments in 

water and resource recovery. She has been investing in water technology and service businesses since 
2005 and has over 15 years investment experience in PE and infrastructure. Prior to joining Resonance, 
Lydia was MD at FourWinds Capital Management. While at FourWinds, she was on the board of 
Waterleau Group.

Doug Wilton

President & CEO

TECTA-PDS

Douglas led the management buyout of TECTA-PDS from Veolia Water in early 
2016.  He joined the company as Vice President, Operations in 2005 as its 

second employee and played a key role in the success that led to its acquisition and subsequent 
re-branding as ENDETEC, Veolia’s platform for water quality monitoring and Smart Water Networks. 
Douglas has over 15 years of general management experience with multiple successes in the 
development of new technical businesses.

Laura Shenkar

Founder & Principal

ARTEMIS WATER STRATEGY

Laura is the Founder and a Principal at Artemis Water Strategy. She works with 
leading corporations and water utilities, with water tech companies and investors 

to drive deployment of advanced water technology. With Generate Capital, Artemis has adapted finance 
innovations from the solar industry to build the first water project finance vehicles. Over 1000 companies 
have participated in Artemis’ nonprofit Artemis Top 50 company competition, which has identified the 
early leaders in water tech.

Kathryn Sorensen

Director

PHOENIX WATER SERVICES

Kathryn is the Director of Phoenix Water. Phoenix Water delivers high quality tap 
water to 1.5 million customers in addition to providing wastewater treatment 

services for 2.5 million residents in the Valley of the Sun. Kathryn serves on the Arizona Water Banking 
Authority Commission, as an Advisory Committee member of Arizona State University’s Decision Center 
for a Desert City, on the Board of Advisors of the Kyl Center for Water Policy at Morrison Institute and as 
an Advisory Committee member of the Water Resources Research Center.

Bryan Stubbs

Executive Director

CLEVELAND WATER ALLIANCE

Bryan is the Executive Director of the Cleveland Water Alliance, a network of 
leading corporations, regional universities and research institutions, and utilities in 

Ohio that serves to coordinate, facilitate, and foster economic development through a water innovation 
cluster and water technology accelerator. Previously Bryan was the Managing Director of the Oberlin 
Project and served as Director for the Chicagoland Westside Entrepreneurship Center.

Gary Thompson

Area Supervisor Process Operations & Maintenance

CITY OF TORONTO

Gary has 26 years of municipal water industry experience with the City of Toronto 
in the Toronto Water Division. For the past 15 years Gary has lead the Water Supply 

Unit as Area Supervisor Process Operations & Maintenance. Gary has also held acting manager positions 
at various Toronto water treatment & supply facilities, and in 2012, Gary assumed the role of the City of 
Toronto Transmission Operations Optimizer (TOO) Project Lead.

Jalonne White-Newsome

Senior Program Officer

THE KRESGE FOUNDATION

Jalonne is Senior Program Officer at The Kresge Foundation. Jalonne also leads 
the foundation’s work addressing the intersection of climate change and public 

health. Before joining Kresge, Jalonne served as director of federal policy at WE ACT for Environmental 
Justice, a community based, environmental justice organization, where she was involved with leading 
national campaigns to help ensure that the concerns of low-income, communities of color were 
integrated into federal policy.
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Frank Rogalla

Director of Innovation & Technology

FCC AQUALIA

Frank is Director of Innovation and Technology of Aqualia in Madrid, Spain. 
Previously he was Global Process and Technology Leader for a large Construction 

and Engineering Contractor, Black & Veatch, based in London, UK. His specialty is advanced water and 
wastewater technology, where he holds a handful of patents and was instrumental in bringing a few high 
rate treatment systems to full scale for the first time in Brasil, Denmark, France, Germany, Hong Kong, 
Spain, UK, US and Venezuela.



BRINGING UTILITIES TOGETHER

WITH THE SMART GRID FOR WATER

The Smart Grid for Water has proven to pay for itself while redefining the meter-to-customer 
relationship. What’s the trick? Getting all the pieces to work together without the need for 
expensive capital investments, complicated integrations and lengthy projects.  FATHOM’s utility 
heritage means our approach is designed to directly meet your needs – in less time and for 
lower costs.
 

Join the growing number of our utility friends and partners leveraging FATHOM to deliver the 
benefits of The Smart Grid for Water straight to your staff and customers – all for less than you 
are spending today and without the risk of doing it alone.

THERE IS STRENGTH IN NUMBERS

www.gwfathom.com
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Exhibitors:

Exhbitor and Technology Showcase Presenter:

Technology Showcase Presenters:

Networking Coffee Break Host:

Matrix is a Canadian professional services company that provides creative environmental 
and water resources solutions. They excel when taking on assignments where public and 
private infrastructure intersects the environment and the water resources. They assist their 
clients dealing with a variety of strategic challenges, including: securing and protecting future 
water supplies, mitigating and remediating degrading ecosystems, designing climate change 
adaptation solutions, designing infrastructure that reduces environmental impacts, and 
developing and implementing strategic monitoring programs. 

Matrix 

Solutions Inc.

Algal Scientific’s HypertrophicTM systems treat high strength wastewater from industries 
with high levels of nutrients. This novel biological treatment process removes up to 90% 
of the target pollutants, allowing customers to reduce wastewater surcharges and/or meet 
pre-treatment requirements while also producing a valuable fertilizer byproduct. Algal’s first 
commercial installation has successfully treated over 1.5 million gallons per day from one of 
the world’s largest malt plants since December 2014.

JCS Industries is a worldwide manufacturer of advanced chemical feed equipment for the 
water and waste industry. Their goal is to develop new technologies that enable users to 
achieve a higher degree of accuracy, safety and control while reducing capital costs. At JCS, 
they strive to meet the ever changing world needs for complex chemical feed solutions to 
ensure safe water.

Automated, cloud based analytics, change the way you see your world. IMGeospatial is 
working with several of the largest water and utility companies throughout Europe, supplying 
water managers with unique tools for geospatial analytics. It has developed several 
innovative schemes across the region that will allow for enhanced water management 
strategies to be deployed, saving money, building resilience and securing futures.

At Gray Matter Systems the goal is to transform operations and empower people. As 
digital transformations in every industry are underway, they help some of the biggest 
companies in the world harness data and use it to work smarter. Their partner, Cyber X, 
is leading the way in cyber security for the industrial internet by providing ICS security 
through real time detection of operational incidents, cyber threats and system tampering 
to minimize disruption.

Master Meter is a high-service solutions provider specializing in advanced digital water 
metering, data delivery, and Utility Intelligence (UI) software. Their portfolio of new and 
innovative smart water and IoT technologies continues to expand in support of managing 
today’s water utilities’ dynamic business environment, and rapidly evolving role within their 
smart cities strategic plan.

Water Planet develops and markets breakthrough water treatment technologies to solve the 
world’s most challenging water reuse and desalination applications. Water Planet’s product 
lines include IntelliFlux® membrane systems and PolyCera® membrane products. Water 
Planet’s world-class team has a demonstrated, global track record of delivering reliable and 
affordable solutions for industrial, municipal, and agricultural water use and reuse.
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Lystek International is a leading provider of Thermal Hydrolysis solutions for the sustainable 
management of biosolids and organics. The multi-use, award-winning Lystek system reduces 
costs, volumes and GHGs by converting municipal and industrial wastewater treatment 
facilities into resource recovery centers. This is achieved through the patented and proven 
LysteMize® process of optimizing digester performance and transforming organic waste 
streams into LysteGro®, a high-value, nutrient-rich biofertilizer; LysteCarb®, an alternative 
carbon source for BNR systems and LysteFuel®, a green energy product derived from biogas.

OxyMem solves OPEX intensive wastewater treatment with an innovative ‘Drop in’ solution 
for wastewater treatment, the Membrane Aerated Biofilm Reactor (MABR). OxyMem MABR 
can compliment existing treatment systems and deliver up to 50% additional capacity without 

the need to pour any additional concrete (Sweating the physical assets).

TECTA-PDS markets the world’s first, automated, EPA-approved microbiological water quality 
monitoring system, which lowers overall monitoring costs and improves both water quality 
and human health. Formed in 2003 as Pathogen Detection Systems and as a direct result 
of the Walkerton disaster, TECTA-PDS was determined to revolutionize microbiological 
monitoring methods. With rapid sales growth in over 20 countries, TECTA-PDS is succeeding 
with its goal of setting the new standard for microbiological monitoring of drinking water quality.

Making a 
Difference 
in Water
XPV is comprised of experienced water entrepreneurs, operators, 

and investment professionals. Our dedicated team partners with, 

invests in, and actively supports entrepreneurial companies 

so they can grow and deliver value for all stakeholders. XPV 

manages over $400 million in investment capital from some 

of the top institutional investors in North America, Europe, 

the Middle East, and Asia.

X P V WAT E R P A R T N E R S . C O M

The XPV family of portfolio companies is making a difference in water both by 

driving more efficient management of the world’s most critical resource, and by 

creating significant shareholder value that can help move the industry forward.

Charity Partner:

WaterAid Canada is the Canadian member of the WaterAid federation, an international NGO 
with the vision of realizing a world where everyone, everywhere, has safe water, sanitation, 
and hygiene by 2030. By working with local partners and sustainable technology, WaterAid 
both implements clean water and sanitation projects, as well as advocates for investment in 
the water and sanitation sector. Since its inception in 1981, WaterAid has reached over 19.2 
million people with clean water.



6th ANNUAL

SAVE THE DATE

Join prestigious industry leaders and water experts in London at our 6th annual summit 
for two days of keynote sessions, lively debates and panel discussions.

worldwatertechinvestment.com

For more information on presenting and exhibiting at the summit, please contact:
Sophie Bresnahan
Business Development Manager
t: +44 (0)1273 789980 

e: sophie.bresnahan@rethinkevents.com

Accelerating Collaboration and Commercialisation 

for Climate Resilient Water Management

In Partnership with:

Hosted by:


